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The Washington City Council met in a budget session on Wednesday, May 1, 2019 at 3:00pm in 

the City Council Chambers at the Municipal Building.  Present: Mac Hodges, Mayor; Richard 

Brooks, Councilmember; Doug Mercer, Councilmember; Virginia Finnerty, Mayor Pro tem; 

William Pitt, Councilmember and Roland Wyman, Councilmember.  Also present: Jonathan 

Russell, City Manager and Cynthia S. Bennett, City Clerk.   

 

Mayor Hodges called the meeting to order and Councilmember Brooks delivered the invocation. 

 

Jonathan Russell, City Manager and Matt Rauschenbach, Finance Director provided an overview 

of the proposed budget changes and clarifications from the April 29 budget workshop.   
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Council discussed the proposed PIO position.  Councilmember Wyman said the position could 

include social media, website updates, media correspondence.  Mayor Hodges suggested the 

position could be half time as PIO and the other half as a grant research coordinator.  The City 

Manager noted this could be a hybrid position (PIO, grant administrator and economic 

development).  Councilmember Mercer stated he could agree to the hybrid position, but not a 

dedicated PIO position, he would rather hire a special projects coordinator (proposed name for 

the hybrid position) that reports directly to the City Manager. Mayor Pro tem Finnerty stated the 

origin of the request is because there is a disconnect with the public.  For the sake of planning, 

the funds are included in the proposed budget and the actual duties/title/job description will be 

finalized and approved by Council at a later date. 

 

 

 
  12. Load management & marketing  
 

 

The City Manager reviewed the spreadsheet below noting with the COLA increase $54,165 is a 

break-even point on salary.  The $1300 allotment benefits them with the $50 per pay period 

increase.  Everything over the salary of $54,165 would need the COLA - 2.4% increase.  Part-

time and Council would get a 2.4% COLA.   

 

Councilmember Mercer stated he’s never seen a salary increase split this way.  Mayor Pro tem 

Finnerty noted the split is a more equitable and fair way for all employees.  Matt Rauschenbach 

noted the salary split doesn’t penalize those with salaries above $54,165 and the difference 

between the two proposals is only $14,000.  

 

Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, Councilmember Brooks and Councilmember Pitt like the suggested 

salary increase split. 

 

Mr. Russell noted in the past five years staff has received the following: 2015 a 1.3% COLA and 

2016 a 1% COLA. 
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Council voted on the 2.4% COLA, $50 per pay period, COLA/$50 split proposal (salaries above 

$54,165 would receive a COLA; salaries at or below $54,165 would receive $50 per pay period):  

Mercer - $50 

Finnerty – split 

Brooks – split 

Pitt – split 

Wyman – split 

Proposal carried 4-1 for a salary split as suggested by Mr. Russell and Mr. Rauschenbach.  
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Dock expansion:   

Page 119 – 120 feet of additional dockage and 4 new 45ft. slips allotted at $50,00. Give priority 

to filling in the transient docks only – make note to prioritize the transient space.  

 

Matt Rauschenbach provided a five-year history of the sewer manhole in question.  

Councilmember Mercer noted the cost is justified. 

 

Councilmember Brooks asked if we will see any kind of activity going on between now and 

January 1st on the site for the new Police Station.  Mr. Russell noted site clean-up, but no 

construction.   

 

ADJOURN 

By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, Council adjourned the 

meeting at 3:40pm until May 2, 2019 at 5:30pm at the Civic Center for a joint meeting with the 

Beaufort County Board of Commissioners.  

         

        ________________________ 

        Cynthia S. Bennett, MMC  

        City Clerk  

 


